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Primary sources simply relate to actual evidence produced during the time period that you are learning. They include diaries, letters interviews, oral histories, government documents among others. Consequently, primary sources help students relate well to events of the past and promote a broader understanding of history as the study of past human events. Besides, primary sources serve as snippets of history that inspire and motivates students to seek additional testimony through research (Barton, 2015). This paper explores different types of primary sources in American history and tries to argue them on the topic of American civil war of 1861-1865. Again, historians use primary sources as the raw proof to scrutinize and understand the past. The aim of this paper is to discuss how government documents, newspapers, maps and photographs and diaries help us understand the American civil war of 1861-1865.
The American civil war was a conflict between the north and the south after numerous states in the south break from after Lincoln’s term of office. The war started off since the people were fighting for the states’ rights but as the war progressed the war was converted to fighting to end slavery. There are numerous government documents that were written down by participants that explore the American civil war. Examples of government documents are American presidency project, Abraham Lincoln writings at the library of Congress and congregation bills among others. The documentaries explain well how the war started and the causes of the war. Accordingly, there are hundreds of writings that offer insight into the American Civil war (Barton, 2015).
In addition, there are several newspapers that tell us more and deeper concerning the American civil war. This newspapers were produced during that period of the war and have a clear testimonial that indeed the war was a reality. First and foremost, we have the Brooklyn Daily Eagle. The newspaper was first published in 1841 and was an important daily newspaper. Consequently, it was strange for its time since it covered national as well as regional updates. Even today the record is searchable and can be perused by date. Again, it includes zooming capabilities to see tiny text up to close (Woodworth & Higham, 2010). Therefore, we find that this type of primary source helps to relate the past about the American civil war more confidently. Also to note, the archive is maintained by the Brooklyn public library.  There was another type of newspaper that was referred to as harper’s weekly that also served as a primary source. Consequently, this widespread weekly newspaper highpoints only the civil war years. Furthermore, the newspapers are arranged in a chronologically order dating 1861-1865 that are civil war period which has been looked over including the inscriptions and illustrations.
Maps and photographs are also primary sources that act as evidence towards the American civil war. There are several examples from photographs that relate to the American civil war. First and foremost, there is civil war glass negatives and related prints. There are about more than 6,000 portraits and battleground images that shows indeed the war were fought.  Besides, the images and photos are said to be made from the glass negatives of Mathew Brady and Alexander Gardner and from other photographic collections. Secondly, there are civil maps. (Keller & Rafuse, 2016).The collections are driven from the Library of Congress, the Virginia historical society. The maps show where in specific the war took place and the effects of the war. Again the maps show us the broader picture of the distance of the war zones. Some of the pictures of civil war are still preserved in the archives for easy retrieval of interested individuals. Also, the new era of photography took the fights home during the American civil war.
Diaries and letters are other primary sources for the American civil war. One of the most known diaries of the American Civil war is the Abraham Lincoln papers at the library of congress (Rable, 2018). Some of the issues that the diary discusses are the emancipation proclamation, impact of the war recruitment of African American soldiers among others. There are 20,000documents in approximate that comprises of drafts of speeches, notes, pamphlets and other printed material by Lincoln. This material dates from the presidential periods. Besides, Abraham Lincoln had a wider correspondence with countless people so this implies that this is a rich source. Similarly, each piece is looked at glance accompanied by a transcription.
American Civil War Diaries and Letters are also preserved in the University of Lowe libraries. They have transcriptions which are used for research purposes toward American history toward the civil war. Again, this primary source has been able to be put online to ease accessibility.  The materials that relate to the cause effects and impact of the American civil war are readily available for browsing. In addition, the collection of diaries and letters have been scanned dating the periods of the war to ease the rate of perusing. (Woodworth & Higham, 2010).
There are some of the individuals who were there during the war that have been able to write down some the writings which serve as a primary source. For example, Wisconsin goes to war: Our civil experience. The University of Wisconsin has been able to illustrate the writings of Wisconsin soldiers in 1898 approximately 630 pages to date. The writings draw us back to the Wisconsin soldiers that participated in the war. Among the writings, they include poetry letters that have helped historians to gather firsthand hand information about the war. Consequently, the writings help us to view the life of these soldiers during the war (Rable, 2018).
In summary, primary sources are crucial in discussing the history of past events. They help us to have a clear picture of what happened in the past. Students use the available evidence to do extra research on past events. The paper has tried to explore at large the American civil war and how the primary sources support it. I have been able to illustrate the first-hand information about the American civil war supporting it from the primary sources such as maps and photographs, government documents, diaries and letters among others. It is important to note that primary sources are very crucial in studying the history of past events.
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